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February Mission Project: 

Hope Made Real 
 

This is a ministry created 
and administered by Saint 
John’s-Newberry member 

Arlene Brown.  

“Hope Made Real”               
is dedicated to improving 
the lives of  orphaned and 

abandoned children and the 
poor and vulnerable people 

of Urukundo village in      
Rwanda.   

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for all your warm 

Christmas greetings and gifts and for the food that you brought 

while Brian and I were sick. I have never missed a holiday at 

church, so it was very difficult for me to not be able to celebrate 

with you. 

 

It’s difficult to believe but Lent is already upon us. Ash Wednesday 
is February 14

th
. We will have worship at 7:00 p.m. The imposi-

tion of ashes, and communion will be part of the service.  
Lent and Easter are probably my favorite holiday seasons. Though 
Christmas is a time to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Lent and Easter give us time to pause and reflect on 
what it means to be less self-serving, and on the changes God has 
helped us make through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is also 
a reminder of the hope that the future brings.  
 
Each year for Lent I try to preach a series that is relatable and will 

help us to look at ourselves and reflect on what needs changed or 

cleansed in our lives. This year’s sermon series is called Respect-

able Sins…Confronting the Sins We Tolerate. The series will begin 

on Ash Wednesday and continue through Easter weekend (March 

30 & 31).  

 

If it seems like it is going to be a series on introspection, you are 
right. This series will hopefully have us all squirming in our seats 
but don’t let that stop you from coming to worship. It is a good 
thing to be squirming and reflecting on how far we have fallen from 
who God has called us to be and His Word found in both the Old 
and the New Testaments. Lent causes us to reflect on how we can 
change our lives to become more like Christ.  
 
This series will come to its conclusion on Easter with the reminder 
that there is hope for all of us in the Remedy for Sin, who is Jesus 
Christ. Please invite your family and friends to join us. 
 
Remember, you can join us in person or on Facebook throughout 

Lent to see how we can seek to be more like Jesus and be more 

aware of our sins. 

 

Blessings ~ Pastor Lori 

 

The Communicator   



 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT DECEMBER 2023 
 

The monthly meeting of the Church Council was held December 20, 2023. This report is submitted to communi-
cate to our congregation the work of the Council. By way of background, the Council serves as the Administrative 
Board, Trustees, Finance and Staff Parish Relations Committees in a governance and oversight role over all minis-
tries.  Church Council meetings are open meetings except when the Council deals with Staff Parish Relations 
matters. 
 
The following are the major items from the Council’s agenda discussed at the December meeting: 
• For our spiritual development we discussed chapter thirteen in the book “Autopsy of a Deceased Church –    

12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive” by Thom Rainer. We will identify those ways to stay healthy and alive. The    
prayer commitment for Chapter Thirteen, My Church Is Very Sick: Four Responses, was the following:  I believe 
all things are possible through you, God.  Show me what I need to do to lead my church from hopeless to hope.  
And give me the courage and strength to make those changes, even those changes that will be very painful. 
We encourage the congregation to also consider this prayer and the challenge it poses for us.   

• We welcomed Lynne Girardi, Lee Ann Ditty and Ann Allison as guests.  They will be the new members of the 
Council in 2024.  

• Approved November Council meeting minutes. 
• Reviewed November Council newsletter report. 
• As we do every meeting, we reviewed the monthly financial report and balance sheet.  After eleven months of 

the year we are running a deficit of $10,557.26.  The deficit would be larger were it not for the fact we take 
income from our investment account. We will continue to monitor this as it may impact ministries.  We en-
courage the congregation to consider our response to the membership vow to support the ministries of the 
congregation through our prayers, presence, witness, service and gifts. To address this need, last month  
Council authorized a special mailing to the congregation to encourage a year end gift to enable us to catch up. 
To date we have received $15,605.00.  Council thanks the congregation for our generosity.  

• Heard from the maintenance team that Fellowship Hall floor has been refinished and we continue to trouble-
shoot some of the HVAC units in classrooms. 

• Noted that Kris Michael has withdrawn her letter of resignation as secretary/treasurer and has returned to 
this position.  Council approved reinstating the pension. We have not had any applicants for the vocal choir 
director position. 

• The Saint John’s School of the Arts has moved all of their equipment to their new location.  Lessons will end at 
our campus by the end of the year and all classes will be held at their new location after the first of the year.  

• Cleaned up the balance sheet by consolidating similar funds and moving some of the monies to the general 
budget.  

• The Congregational Care Team continues to explore fellowship opportunities for the congregation. They have 
events lined up for the next six months. 

• Reviewed the process for selection of our monthly mission projects for 2024.  We will receive suggestions in 
early February, vote in late February, and announce the projects in March.  Council decided the January     
Mission project will be the We Care Fund and February Mission project will be Hope Made Real.  

• Approved holding a year end review meeting in February of 2024 to invite the congregation to have dialogue 
with Council and ask any questions.   

• Discussed Council leadership transition. Council will select new leadership in January.  
• Presented certificates of appreciation to Erin Kuriga and Jan Walters for their service on Council.  
 
If you have any questions, comments or concerns on this report please talk to any member of Council. 
(Pastor Lori, Bob Burns, Mark Ertel, Scott Hall, Elaine Hinston, Nancy Jacobs, Erin Kuriga, Cathy Prowant, Ed Souter 
Sr., Jan Walters, or Bob Weaver). 
Bob Weaver, Church Council Chairman offering this last report as Chairman 



 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT JANUARY 2024 
 

The monthly meeting of the Church Council was held January 17, 2024. This report is submitted to communicate to 
our congregation the work of the Council. By way of background, the Council serves as the Administrative Board, 
Trustees, Finance and Staff Parish Relations Committees in a governance and oversight role over all ministries.  
Church Council meetings are open meetings except when the Council deals with Staff Parish Relations matters. 
 
The following are the major items from the Council’s agenda discussed at the January meeting: 
• We completed our spiritual development study in December. Five books were brought to the meeting to 

choose a new study book. The books are Renovate or Die by Bob Farr, The Adept Church by F. Douglas Pone, 
Rich Church Poor Church by J Clif Christopher, Not Your Parents Offering Plate by J Clif Christopher, and      
Prayer: The Timeless Secret of High-Impact Leaders by Dave Early. 

• We welcomed new members Lynne Girardi, Ann Allison, and Pat Burkett. Lee Ann Ditty was excused. 
• Approved December Council meeting minutes. 
• Reviewed December Council newsletter report. 
• The council read and signed the leadership covenant for 2024. 
• As we do every meeting, we reviewed the monthly financial report and balance sheet.  After twelve months of 

the year (2023) we ran a deficit of $3,778.39.  The deficit would be larger were it not for the fact we take in-
come from our investment account. We will continue to monitor this as it may impact ministries.  We encour-
aged the congregation to consider their response to the membership vow to support the ministries of the   
congregation through our prayers, presence, witness, service and gifts. The congregation responded with 
$16,704.00.  The Council thanks the congregation for their generosity.  

• Heard from the maintenance team that we continue to troubleshoot some of the HVAC units in classrooms. 
Heating is a time sensitive issue, so the council took action to authorize the maintenance team to approve any 
contract that needs immediate response up to and including $2,000. Anything over $2,000 needs to be dis-
cussed with the council or if it’s time sensitive with the Council Chair who will respond with an email to the 
council.  

• The Safety and security team was made aware of fire blankets in the event of a kitchen fire. One is installed on 
the wall across from the stove. The blankets are one time use. Bob Burns would like to hold Active Shooter 
training in the future.  

• We are still looking for people to volunteer to run media, sound, and live streaming. Training is available. 
• The Saint John’s School of the Arts has returned all keys. Joyce has deactivated all SOTA key cards. 
• Received information from Woodland’s Bank about interest on endowment.  
• The Congregational Care Team continues to explore fellowship opportunities for the congregation. The team is 

looking for new members and ideas for both the congregation and outreach events.  
• Reviewed the process for selection of our monthly mission projects for 2024.  We will receive suggestions in 

early February, vote in late February, and announce the projects in March.  Council decided the January       
Mission project will be the We Care Fund and February Mission project will be Hope Made Real.  

• The Council Town Hall meeting will be held Sunday, February 18 at 7:30 p.m. 
• Lenten Breakfast with devotions will begin Saturday, February 17 at 8:00 a.m. 
• Council elected the following officers and backup learners: Council Chair - Elaine Hinston; Vice-Chair TBD;     

Trustee Chair – Bob Burns, back up – Mark Ertel; SPRC Liaison – Cathy Prowant, back up – Ed Souter, Sr.;       
Secretary – Nancy Jacobs, back up - TBD 

• Reviewed meeting dates and monthly devotional leaders. 
• At the Church Conference the question was posed whether it was a conflict of interest for someone on the   

Finance Team to also do the audit.  After some research it was agreed that because the Finance Team is strictly 
advisory with no voting rights, anyone on the team may do the audit. There would be no conflict of interest. 

• The Council was notified that Mark and Lydia Ertel will be leading the usher teams.  
 
If you have any questions, comments or concerns on this report please talk to any member of Council. 
(Pastor Lori, Ann Allison, Pat Burket, Bob Burns, Lee Ann Ditty, Mark Ertel, Lynne Girardi, Scott Hall, Elaine Hinston, 
Nancy Jacobs, Cathy Prowant, Ed Souter Sr.). 
Elaine Hinston and Pastor Lori Betsworth offer this report 



 

 

Once again this year, as we have done for numerous years, we will share in Saturday morning 
breakfast and devotions during Lent.  This will start February 17 and run for six weeks ending 
March 23, Palm Sunday weekend.  We will start at 8:00am and be done by about 9:00am.   
 

We will meet in Fellowship Hall for the first gathering.  This will be a continental type break-
fast consisting of pastries or baked goods, fruit, yogurt, coffee or tea.  There will be no cost 
to attend but an offering to offset costs will be taken.  
 

Lent is a time for self-reflection and deepening one's relationship with God. One of the ways 
we can do that is through reading and meditating on God's word. The devotions will provide 
one such opportunity.  
 

We will use “The Third Day – Living the Resurrection” by Tom Berlin.  Berlin offers insights 
into how the resurrection changed the lives of the first disciples who followed Jesus.  They 
were blown off course by the crucifixion.  The experience of the resurrection is what put 
them back on course.  The experience can change our lives as well. Everyone is welcome to 
attend.  

Saturday Morning Lenten Devotions 2024 

Church Council is always  interested in feedback from the congregation.  To provide another 

opportunity for that to happen, Council will hold an informal informational meeting with the 

congregation on Sunday, February 18 at 7:30pm in the lounge.  Snow date will be February 

25.  We will review the work of Council in 2023 and answer any questions or concerns the 

congregation may have.  All are welcome to attend.  

Church Council Town Hall Meeting 

Fire Safety Message 
A Fire Blanket has been installed in the Church Kitchen.  It is located on the 

wall across from the gas stoves.  Instructions on use are on the front cover, 

please take a few moments to read them.  If you have questions, please 

contact Bob Burns, Safety Coordinator.   

P a g e  4  T h e  C o m m u n i c a t o r     V o l u m e  X X X X ,  I s s u e  4 0 2  

Souper Bowl Luncheon 
We would like to invite everyone to a Souper Bowl Luncheon 

on February 11th following the Sunday School hour (around 

11:30am).  Please join us for lunch together and share some 

amazing soups and desserts.   

If you would like to donate a soup or a dessert, please contact  

Christy Lusk (570 971-9139) or Annie Burns (570 419-5098). 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Thursday, March 28th   Seder Meal at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall 

Friday, March 29th   Good Friday Worship service at 7pm (only 1 service this year) 

Saturday, March 30th   Egg Hunt beginning at Noon - rain or shine 

Sunday, March 31st   Easter Sunrise Service at 6:30am with breakfast following at 7:30am 

                                    Easter Worship Service at 9am 

July (final date TBD) Vacation Bible School 5:30-6pm dinner, 6-8pm VBS 

Sunday, September 8th   Congregational Picnic @ Indian Park  

Sunday, November 24th  (time TBD) Thanksgiving Praise & Pie or soup and sandwich 

(this will be in place of  the Thanksgiving Eve service) 

Sunday, December 1st   A Night in Bethlehem event from 5pm - 7pm 

Saturday, December 21st   Blue Christmas service at 7pm in the Sanctuary 

Tuesday, December 24th  Christmas Eve Worship services 3pm, 7pm, 10pm (times may 

change) 

Tuesday, December 31st   Watchnight at 5:30pm in Fellowship Hall 

T h e  C o m m u n i c a t o r     V o l u m e  X X X X ,  I s s u e  4 0 2  P a g e  7  



 

 

Thank You 
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We would like to thank all in our church family for their healing prayers, visits, delicious food, 

and cards while we were dealing with health issues.  They were so thoughtful and very much 

appreciated.  Thank you!!! 

Dick and Della Mae Carothers 
 

Saint John’s-Newberry Church, 

I’m sorry for this late ‘’thank you”, but better late than never.  I want to say thank you for all 

the care packages that you sent me this fall semester.  I loved every single one of them.  They 

make me feel special every time I receive one in the mail.  I also would like to give you an   

update since my last note.  This past semester I ended it with a 3.8 GPA.  I’m about to start 

my last semester before I graduate in May.  I have also been on a weight loss journey since 

August and have lost over 36 pounds and I couldn’t be in a better place mentally and       

physically.  I will make sure my grandmother, Cathy Prowant, keeps you all in the loop along 

with the notes I’ll send this semester.  I look forward to receiving the care packages this      

semester.  Thanks again. 

With lots of love, 

Hannah Freezer 
 

Saint John’s-Newberry UMC Congregation, 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you.  I was overwhelmed by the prayers and well wishes for me 

during my recovery from a recent heart attack.  With your petitions and our Lord’s work I am 

on my way to a full recovery. 

And thank you so much to the knitters and crocheters for the warm shawl they gave me.  It 

was most welcome during my period of rest. 

Dave Cappa 
 

Dear Saint John’s-Newberry family and friends, 

I am truly grateful for the overwhelming love, care, and support that I have received from my 

amazing church family and friends during my recovery from a major surgery.  Your prayers, 

calls, texts, meals, and visits have been a constant source of inspiration and motivation for 

me.  I feel blessed to have such wonderful people in my life and I am sure that with your  

continued support, I will soon be back to my normal self.  Thank you for being there during 

this challenging time, both physically and emotionally.  God bless you all! 

In Christ, 

Daun Williamson                                                                                           continued  



 

 

Michael & Sharon Kuriga February 24, 1973 

  

    Happy Anniversary 
Rick & Nancy Jacobs February 28, 1981 

  

Memorials and Honors 
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Doreen Mileto 
Suzie Curry 
Dominik Goode 
Lander Conklin 
Della Mae Carothers 
Mike Jacobs 
Lisa Hepler 
Ann Yeagle 
 
 

2 
4 
7 
8 
9 

10 
12 
13 

 
 

  

Robb Curry 
Don Richard 
Connie Hepler 
Jane Penman 
Shirley Morris 
Kim Fredo 
Kylie Kirkendall 
Dante Cruz 

14 
15 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

 
 

  

    Happy Birthday 

Paul Colley 
Nancy Sanders 
Linda Cohick 
Francesca Rupert 
Emma Jean Waltz 
Jason Pick 

23 
24 
26 
26 
26 
27 

February Celebrations... 

The following have made contributions to the Memorial and Honor Fund to the Glory of God 
and in Memory of  Ray Mahaffey: Lori Mahaffey; in Memory of Chloe Walker: Saint John’s-
Newberry UMC; in Memory of Peggy Elder: Anonymous; in Honor of Frank & Lynne Girardi: 
Madelyn G. Brown; in Memory of Jason Peters: Kim Davis; in Memory of Kathy & Leroy   
Mosteller: Laurie Mosteller & Blake Love; in Memory of My Family in Heaven: Susan Toti; in 
Memory of My Parents, Rev. Bruce & Joan Fisher: David Fisher; in Memory of Bill Johnson:  
January Ushers; in Memory of Ethel “Sis” Gilbert: Bernie & Donna Helminiak; Larry & June 
Helminiak; Lori Mahaffey; Ed & Sally Souter; Saint John’s-Newberry UMC 

Saint John’s-Newberry , 

I wanted to express my sincere gratitude for the care packages you sent my way during my 

first and only semester at Penn State.  Your kindness and support meant the world to me.  

After much contemplation and thorough research, I have come to a decision to begin the  

enlistment process into the Navy.  While this was not an easy decision to make, I feel       

confident that this path is the right one for me.  Once again, thank you your unwavering  

support and encouragement.  I am truly grateful for your generosity and kindness. 

Jordan Downey 



 

 

Please pray for: Beth Ziegler, Cheryl Kontz, Patty Wehr, Vicki Schneider, Dan Walmer,          

Denny & Kim Davis, Danielle Fantaskey, Barb, Riley O’Connell,  Nancy Sanders,  Beth, Cody 

Michael, Art & Patty DeParlos, Merle Campbell, Bernie Helminiak, Frank Connor, Cindy       

Cybulski,  Grant Fausey, Mark Lauchle, Nancy Hembree, Frounchetta Keller,  Mike Jacobs,  

Bob & Faye Thomas, Frank Sanders, Heather Counsil,  Robert & Nancy Eiswert, Eric Barr,  Paul 

Cohen, Jim Bufford, Debbie Helm, Stan Jacobs, Nancy Gair, Doris Hunsinger, Lew Litz, Jerre 

Paulhamus, Wendy Decker, Roberta Kupel, Dick & Della Mae Carothers,   Denise Miller,    

Waylon Harlan, Lori Webb, Max Ameigh, Barb Breining, Cal & Darlene Phillips, Jane Lowery, 

Carol Eiswert, Tiffany, Lila Lauchle, Bonnie Hetrick, Rob Snyder, Chris Rafter, Joy Connly, Rose, 

Marie Cummings, Kraig Faust, Abby Moyer, Winnie, The Gardner Family 

Our love, prayers and sympathies to the family and friends of:  

Rob Snyder upon his recent passing. 

 

The Prayer Chain contacts are Shirley Morris (570 323-4310).  If unable to contact her, 

please call Ann Allison (570 326-4671). 

The prayer chain team is asking that when you have someone added to the list that you 

keep them up to date on the situation. Prayer requests will  remain on the prayer list for 2 

months. If after that 2 month time period they need to remain on, please notify either 

Shirley Morris or Ann Allison. Thank you for your willingness to pray for others! 

Prayer Chain Report 

Prayer for Others 
Our Bishops   

Cynthia Moore Koikoi &  

 Sandra Steiner Ball 

Our Superintendent   

   Rev. Dr. Paul C. Amara  

Our Local United Methodist Churches  

  Calvary Lawrenceville 

 †Those serving in the Military…  

John Affield, Jeffrey Bache, Joel Barr, Josalyn Bradley, 
Nathan Byer, Chase Bower, Richard Campbell, Brian 
Clarkson, Joey Cummings, Robert Daugherty, Joe     
DeArment, Cameron Dickey, Aaron Fillman, Joe Fioreth, 
Ron Furman, Randy Hosier, Jeremy Johnson, Eric Miller, 
Andrew Pepperman, Taylor Prosba, Matthew Ricci, 
Jeffrey Richard, Sarah Sanner, Col. David Smith, Brett          
Snaufer Jr., Jason Starr,  Charlie Wolf, Jason Work.   
 
† Our College Students…   
 Jocelyn Cruz, Juliana Cruz,  Spencer  Fogelman, Hannah 
Freezer, Maria Davis Johnson, Spencer Karasek,   
Makenzie Karasek, Kylie Kirkendall, Lydia Kirkendall, 
Ethan Kuriga, Sam Litz, Lane Lusk, Ben Manetta, Gabe 
Manetta,  Alicia Meyer, Jordan    Phillips, Gianna Rupert, 
Julia Yeagle 
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Offering envelopes $221,649.04    

Mission Conference Benevolence $1,380.00     

Endowment Fund Income $39,539.31     
Church Use/Donations $1,935.00     

SOTA Contribution for Utilities $7,736.00   

Ministry Support 2023 $16,704.38   

Miscellaneous $33,922.61   

Total Income $322,866.34 Total Expenses $327,181.43 

Year to Date (December 2023) 

Offering envelopes $21,187.33   

Mission Conference Benevolence $125.00    

Endowment Fund Income $6,444.50  (2mos.)    

Church Use/One Time Gifts    

SOTA Contribution for Utilities $795.25   

Miscellaneous $5,956.99   

Total Income $34,509.07 Total Expenses $28,304.49 

If you have any questions regarding the financial report, please feel free to contact the  

church secretary/treasurer, Kris Michael, at the church office  

(phone 570 326-5569 or e-mail secretary@stjnumc.com).   

Should you have any questions about your giving, please contact Joyce Paulhamus  

at the church office (570 326-5569 or e-mail administrator@stjnumc.com)  

   

          Name - Nancy (Rogers) Sanders 

       Branch of Service - US Marine Corps.  

       Years Served: 1963-1964 

SAINT JOHN'S­NEWBERRY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
December 2023 Attendance & Financial Reports 

FINANCES: Budget Fund  $343,845 for 2023  Needed each month  $28,654 

Month End (December  2023): 

T h e  C o m m u n i c a t o r     V o l u m e  X X X X ,  I s s u e  4 0 2  P a g e  1 1  

December          5:30 p.m. 9:00 a. m. Total  Sunday School  

week 1 26 109 135 64 

week 2 20 116 136 50 

week 3 26 113 139 54 

week 4 17 93 110 52 

week 5 20 77 97 45 

Christmas Eve - 3 pm 68       

Christmas Eve - 7 pm 108       

Christmas Eve - 10 pm 50       

average 22 102 123 53 



 

 

· Rev. Dr. Lori Betsworth, Pastor ·   
· Joyce Paulhamus, Office Assistant ·  Kris Michael, Secretary/Treasurer · 

·  Gayle Page, Sexton ·  Jennifer Jacobs & Vanessa Bennett Child Care Providers · 
· Cal Phillips, Director of WECCC ·  

· Church Office, 570/326-5569 ·  WECCC, 570/323-6297 ·  

•  Communicator articles, secretary@stjnumc.com  ·  Home Page, http://stjnumc.com · 

Reminders 
The January/February Upper Room daily               

devotionals are now available on the literature 

rack located in the Lounge area. The cost is 

$1.00 for the regular print, $1.50 for the large 

print.  

Church Office Hours are Monday - Thursday      

9am to 1pm,  Please call before you come to 

make sure someone is here.   

During lunch breaks, staff meetings and after 

office hours you may leave messages on the 

voice mail  answering system (570 326-5569).  

 All general information and questions may be 

sent to: secretary@stjnumc.com 

 

 

Take a look at our website at:  

http://stjnumc.com 
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Return Service Request 

We’re on the Web! 

http://stjnumc.com 

2101 Newberry Street 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

Phone: 570-326-5569 

E-mail: secretary@stjnumc.com 

Saint John ’s-Newberry, UMC  

•  

https://www.facebook.com/saintjnumc/  

Newsletter articles may  be submitted    

via e-mail to:  

secretary@stjnumc.com 

https://www.facebook.com/saintjnumc/

