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October Mission Project: 

UMCOR 

The United Methodist  

 Committee on Relief  is  

the global humanitarian aid  
and development organization 

of  the United Methodist 
Church. UMCOR is a non-

profit 5013 organization  

operated under the auspices 
of  the General Board of  

Global Ministries.  

Greetings in the name of  our Risen Savior, Jesus Christ! 

As the weather is cooling off  and there are signs of  autumn in 

the air I know many of  us will be out clearing leaves and clean-

ing up flower beds. My friend Ethel shared a conversation with 

God with me several years ago. What better time to share it than 

when we are all cleaning up our yards from the downed leaves 

and weeds. Here’s what God thinks about Lawn Care. 

God said: "Frank, you know all about gardens and nature. What 
in the world is going on down there on the planet? What hap-
pened to the dandelions, violets, milkweeds and stuff  I started 
eons ago? I had a perfect no-maintenance garden plan. Those 
plants grow in any type of  soil, withstand drought and multiply 
with abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting blossoms at-
tracts butterflies, honey bees and flocks of  songbirds. I expected 
to see a vast garden of  colors by now. But, all I see are these 
green rectangles." 
 
ST. FRANCIS: It's the tribes that settled there, Lord. The Subur-
banites. They started calling your flowers 'weeds' and went to 
great lengths to kill them and replace them with grass. 
 
GOD: Grass? But, it's so boring. It's not colorful. It doesn't at-
tract butterflies, birds and bees; only grubs and sod worms. It's 
sensitive to temperatures. Do these Suburbanites really want all 
that grass growing there? 
 
ST. FRANCIS: Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to 
grow it and keep it green. They begin each spring by fertilizing 
grass and poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn. 
 
GOD: The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass 
grow really fast. That must make the Suburbanites happy. 
 
ST. FRANCIS: Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, 
they cut it-sometimes twice a week. 
 
GOD: They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay? 
 
ST. FRANCIS: Not exactly, Lord. Most of  them rake it up and 
put it in bags. 
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GOD: They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it? 
 
ST. FRANCIS: No, Sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away. 
 
GOD: Now, let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it will grow. And, when it does grow, 
they cut it off  and pay to throw it away? 
 
ST. FRANCIS: Yes, Sir. 
 
GOD: These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back on the rain and 
turn up the heat. That surely slows the growth and saves them a lot of  work. 
 
ST. FRANCIS: You aren't going to believe this, Lord. When the grass stops growing so fast, they 
drag out hoses and pay more money to water it, so they can continue to mow it and pay to get rid 
of  it. 
 
GOD: What nonsense. At least they kept some of  the trees. That was a sheer stroke of  genius, if  
I do say so myself. The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and shade in the sum-
mer. In the autumn, they fall to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture in the 
soil and protect the trees and bushes. It's a natural cycle of  life. 
 
ST. FRANCIS: You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn a new circle. As soon as 
the leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and pay to have them hauled away. 
 
GOD: No!? What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter to keep the soil 
moist and loose? 
 
ST. FRANCIS: After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy something which they call 
mulch. They haul it home and spread it around in place of  the leaves. 
 

GOD: And where do they get this mulch? 
 
ST. FRANCIS: They cut down trees and grind them up to make the mulch. 
 
GOD: Enough! I don't want to think about this anymore.  
 
So as you are raking leaves, mulching your flower beds, and preparing your lawns for the cold 
winter ahead, think about what God says about lawns.  
 

Blessings - Pastor Lori 

 



 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

The monthly meeting of  the Church Council was held September 21, 2022. This report is        
submitted to communicate to our congregation the work of  the Council. By way of  background, 
the Council serves as the Administrative Board, Trustees, Finance and Staff  Parish Relations 
Committees in a governance and oversight role over all ministries.  Church Council meetings are 
open meetings except when the Council deals with Staff  Parish Relations matters. 
 

The following are the major items from the Council’s agenda discussed at the September meeting: 
 Approved August 17th Council meeting minutes 
 Reviewed August Council newsletter report. 
 We heard a report from Becky Ciabatarri and Barry Rake of  the SOTA Vision Team.  After 

nine months of  work and exploring organizational options, the recommendation is to permit 
SOTA to operate as a separate non-profit corporation, governed in accordance with Pennsyl-
vania law under section 501(c)(3) of  the Internal Revenue Code. Council unanimously          
approved this recommendation.  We also approved the recommendation that funds in the   
SOTA checking, PayPal and Square accounts be given to SOTA.  These recommendations will 
next go to the congregation for approval at a church conference.  If  approved an agreement 
will be created outlining expectations and responsibilities. 

 As we do every meeting, we reviewed the monthly financial report and balance sheet.  We are 
running a surplus of  $16,466.63 at the end of  August mainly due to the fact our expenses are 
considerably under budget. That will change as the year progresses.  Our envelope giving is 
down which is cause for concern. We encourage all to consider our need to be generous in   
response to God’s generous nature. We also review the balance sheet.  

 Completed staff  reviews.  There are a few follow up items the Council will address. 
 K&S has completed the sanctuary sound system upgrades.  Training has been conducted.  We 

are generally pleased with the improvement to sound quality. 
 Heard reports from the maintenance and safety and security teams. 
 Learned Tom Bixler will soon be contacting persons to serve on the finance team.  
 Heard a report from the Lay Leadership team that three Council positions need filled.  They 

will speak to the newest members of  Council to learn of  their interest in serving for additional 
time.  Annual church conference set for November 20 at Pine Street UMC. 

 We will include an ad in the Sun-gazette religion brochure to be published in October. 
 Approved assisting the WECCC with $7,500.00 in matching funds for a grant from the   

Plankenhorn Foundation to upgrade computers and phones at WECCC. 
 Learned the Williamsport Sanitary Authority is implementing a stormwater utility charge on all 

properties in the city to provide funds to maintain the storm sewer system. The charge is based 
on the amount of  impervious area on the property.  We have a considerable amount of         
impervious area with the roof  area and two parking lots.  Our monthly fee will be $320.00 or 
$3,840.00 for the year.  We will need to budget for this unexpected expense.   

 Moving forward we will continue the practice at the beginning of  our meeting to provide time 
for any member of  the congregation to address Council with any comments or concerns.  
Time will be limited to five minutes.  This will permit input without the need to stay for our 
entire meeting.   

 

If  you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to me or to any member of  the 
Council  (Pastor Lori, Bob Burns, Mark Ertel, Scott Hall, Elaine Hinston, Nancy Jacobs, Erin   
Kuriga, Cathy Prowant, Ed Souter Sr., Jan Walters). 
 

Bob Weaver, Church Council Chairman 



 

 

WECCC Technology Need 
Through the diligent efforts of  Cal Phillips, the West End Christian Community Center has been 
awarded a $7,500 grant from the Plankenhorn Foundation to upgrade computer equipment and 
phone system.  Much of  the equipment is 15 plus years old, has become unreliable and lacks   
capability to interact with many of  the program agencies WECCC utilizes to provide their     
ministries.  Some program directors use their own personal computers which creates security 
risks. 

The funds needed for all upgrades is $21,000.  The Plankenhorn Foundation will provide an ad-
ditional $7,500 in grant funds if  WECCC can match it, but it is an all or nothing opportunity. Cal 
is working to raise the additional $7,500 but finding it challenging.  Church Council has pledged 
to assist WECCC to make this happen. We offer an opportunity for the congregation to assist. If  
any of  our congregation would like to contribute toward this project, consider a donation and 
mark it “WECCC Technology Donation” and place in the offering plate or drop off  at the office 
within the next thirty days.   

Thank you in advance for consideration of  this need. 

Stewardship is often a misunderstood term.  Many think only of  finances when they think    
stewardship, yet it is so much more than that. 

What is a steward?  A steward is one who takes care of  the property of  another.  A Christian 
steward, as a disciple of  Jesus Christ, is morally responsible for the careful use of  money, time, 
talents, service and witness.  The property, the people, the community, the church - in fact all of  
creation that we care for - is God’s.  Stewardship is the process of  being good stewards. 

Perhaps a better way to convey this message is through the concept of  generosity.  We recognize 
generosity when we see or experience it.  Nurturing generous living is a way of  life for the   
Christian.  It involves encouraging generosity through presence, prayers, gifts, service and witness. 

Does this cost us too much?  Does the church cost us too much?  Consider the following story 
that Alan Redpath tells in his book The Royal Path to Heaven: 

A certain Christian once said to a friend, “Our church costs too much.  They are always asking 
for money”.  The friend replied in this fashion: “Sometime ago a little boy was born in our home.  
He cost us a lot of  money from the very beginning.  He had a big appetite.  He needed clothes, 
medicine, toys and even a puppy.  Then he went to school and cost a lot more.  Later he went to 
college, he began dating and that cost us a small fortune.  But in his senior year in college he died 
and since the funeral he hasn’t cost us a penny.  Now, which situation would you rather have?”  
After a long pause, the friend continued, “As long as this church lives it will cost.  When it dies – 
for lack of  support – it won’t cost us anything.  A living church has the most important message 
for all the world today.  Therefore I am going to give and pray with everything I have to keep our 
church alive.” 

The last statement is a call to consider our personal stewardship and generosity.  Are we willing to 
give and pray with everything we have to keep the church alive?  Is it important to us that we do 
so?  We challenge everyone to consider your response.   

Stewardship Minute 
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          Name - Donald L. Cohick, Jr. 

       Branch of  Service - US Army, US Navy, ANG, USAR 

       Years Served  - 1974-2001 
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Safety Tip from the Safety & Security Mission Team 
If  you are in a building where an Active Shooter event is in progress you need to get out as fast 

as you can.  Get as far away from the location as possible.  Only go to a central rally point if  law 

enforcement directs you to do so.   

 REMEMBER:  GET FAR AWAY FROM THE SHOOTING. 

If  you have questions, talk to a Safety and Security Team Member 

(Bob Burns, Brian Betsworth, Dave Cappa, Kim Davis, Ed Souter, Sr.) 

Please consider placing a trunk in the line up on Monday Oct 31, 2022. 

This is a fun event not only for the kids, but also the adults who are    
willing to give up their time and candy to make this event successful. We 
will be in a lighted area and have security helping us with the event. We 
have had 250 kids come through in the past. We supply information for 
our church, our services and times, and events coming up. 

Decorate your trunk and please have at least 250 pieces of  candy.  

(No Apples or homemade items)  

Gather in the parking lot around 4:00pm.  The event will be from 6pm to 8pm. 

If  you are interested in joining Trunk-A-Treat please contact the office or Jan Walters.   

Trunk-or-Treat 

The Voices of  Grace of  Saint John’s—Newberry UMC  want to express our “THANK YOU” 
to the person or persons who bought  song books for our group of  ladies.  We have not gotten 
any new music in quite awhile so your generosity is greatly appreciated.  The music in these 
books  is so beautiful!  It is my prayer that the words and songs will touch your heart and be a 
blessing to you.   

By the way – if  you would like to join our group we practice at the church (choir room) at 6 PM 
to  7 PM on the first and third Thursdays of  each month.   

Please know that you are welcome to come and sing, learn new songs, laugh a lot (yes, we do 
that, too) and serve Christ and his church at Saint John’s-Newberry. 

Again, thank-you to whomever you are.  You are a blessing to us. 

Connie Hepler & Voices of  Grace  
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Offering envelopes $151,535.55    

Mission Conference Benevolence $1,010.00     

Endowment Fund Income $34,245.68     

Church Use/Donations $1,435.00     

SOTA Contribution for Utilities $3,997.00   

Miscellaneous $15,822.37   

Total Income $208,045.60 Total Expenses $191,477.46 

Year to Date (as of  August 2022) 
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Offering envelopes $17,488.87   

Mission Conference Benevolence $90.00    

Endowment Fund Income $4,280.71    
Church Use/One Time Gifts 0   

SOTA Contribution for Utilities $1,247.00   

Miscellaneous $1,079.51   

Total Income $24,186.09 Total Expenses $23,722.51 

SAINT JOHN'SNEWBERRY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 August 2022 Attendance & Financial Report 

FINANCES: Budget Fund  $349,574 for 2022  Needed each month  $29,131 

Month End (August 2022): 

If you have any questions regarding the financial report, please feel free to contact the  

church secretary/treasurer, Kris Michael at the church office  

(phone 570 326-5569 or e-mail secretary@stjnumc.com).   

Should you have any questions about your giving, please contact Joyce Paulhamus at the church office 

(570 326-5569 or e-mail administrator@stjnumc.com)  

Memorials and Honors 
The following have made contributions to the Memorial and Honor Fund to the Glory of  God 

and in Memory of  Peggy Elder: Anonymous; in Memory of  Scott Cipriani: Suzanne Richard; in 

Memory of  Stewart Probst: Lynn Sickler; Dureen Probst; in Memory of  Faith Englert and  

Geraldine Reed: Sean and Cindi Jo Miller; in Honor of  Doris Hunsinger: Tracy Fox; in Memory 

of  Steve Britton: Saint John’s-Newberry UMC; Steve Johnson & Ellen Davis; in Honor of  

Krystie Britton & Imus: Steve Johnson & Ellen Davis; in Memory of  Mark Steele: Sandra Steele 

August 5:30 p.m. 8:15 a.m. 10:45 a.m. Worship Totals Sunday School 
week 1 23 57 75 155 46 
week 2 22 49 62 133 34 
week 3 21 60 57 138 40 
week 4 23 63 48 134 69 
week 5           

average 22 57 61 140 47 



 

 

Please pray for: Beth Ziegler, Cheryl Kontz, Patty Wehr, Vicki Schneider, Dan Walmer, Denny & Kim 

Davis, Eric Barr, Danielle Fantaskey, Barb, Riley O’Connell,  Nancy Sanders, Dorothy Douty, Beth,   

Cody Michael, Art & Patty DeParlos, Merle Campbell, Robert Eiswert, Bob Smith, Brian, Elaine Confer, 

Bernie Helminiak,  Sarah Dyer, Cindy Cybulski, Sierra, Maggie Stack, Leroy Mosteller, Grant Fausey, 

Mark Lauchle, Barb Breining, James & Bonnie   Bryan,  Megan & Baby, Nancy Hembree, Bob Rafter, 

Clara Bennett, Nathan Steppe,  Frounchetta Keller, Keith Phelps, Marian Steumpfle, Suzanne Richard, 

Joel, Mike Jacobs, Harold, Lee Shipe, Betty Feath, Dave Devine, Tracy Bowser, Bob & Faye Thomas, 

Frank & Robin Sanders, Heather Counsil, Greg Goodwin, Sara Steppe, Phil DePasqua, Denise Miller, 

Kaeden Barr, Wendy Keller, Jimmy Bender, Sally Souter, Allison Young, Nancy Sanders Peters 

Our love, prayers and sympathies to the families and friends of Steve Britton and Mary Lou Welliver 

(Lew Litz’s sister) upon their recent passing. 

The Prayer Chain contacts are Shirley Morris (570 323-4310).  If unable to contact her, please   

call Ann Allison (570 326-4671). 

Prayer is an important part of  being a Christian. It is important that we pray for each other daily. 

The prayer list is equally as important. When people are going through difficult times they need 

extra prayers. The prayer chain team is asking that when you have someone added to the list that 

you keep them up to date on the situation. Prayer requests will remain on the prayer list for 2 

months. If  after that 2 month time period they need to remain on, please notify either Shirley 

Morris or Ann Allison. Thank you for your willingness to pray for others! 

Prayer Chain Report 
 

Prayer for Others 
Our Bishops —  

Cynthia Moore Koikoi &  

 Sandra Steiner Ball 

Our Superintendent —  

   Rev. Dr. Paul C. Amara  

Our Local United Methodist 

Churches — Centennial/White Pine 

 †Those serving in the Military…  

John Affield, Jeffrey Bache, Joel Barr, Kaeden Barr, 
Josalyn Bradley, Nathan Byer, Chase Bower, Richard 
Campbell, Brian Clarkson, Joey Cummings, Robert 
Daugherty, Joe DeArment, Cameron Dickey, Aaron 
Fillman, Joe Fioreth, Ron Furman, Andrei Helminiak, 
Randy Hosier, Jeremy Johnson, Eric Miller, Andrew 
Pepperman, Taylor Prosba, Matthew Ricci, Jeffrey 
Richard, Sarah Sanner, Col. David Smith, Brett Snau-
fer Jr., Jason Starr,  Charlie Wolf, Jason Work.   
 

† Our College Students…   
 Jocelyn Cruz, Juliana Cruz, Hannah Freezer, Maria 
Davis  Johnson, Spencer Karasek, Makenzie Karasek, 
Kylie Kirkendall, Lydia Kirkendall, Ethan Kuriga, 
Emily Litz, Sam Litz, Jake Lusk, Lane Lusk, Gabe 
Manetta, Katie Penman, Sam Penman, Jordan Phillips 
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Darrin & Dina Wascher 

Mark & Lydia Ertel 

James & Becky Knepley 

Eric & Carla Hoover 

October 11, 2003 

October 12, 2002 

October 21, 1995 

October 26, 2013 

Robert & Pam Wollet 

Jordan & Jeanie Counsil 

Ellen Davis & Steve Johnson 

Steve & Marge Thompson 

October 3, 1992 

October 8, 2016 

October 10, 1997 

October 11, 1969 

  

OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS... 
Kelly Hine 
Rob Hinkal 
Taitum Zarzyczny 
James Bubb 
Timothy Kreamer 
Andrew Hunsinger 
Brantley Harlan Dymeck 
Sharon Meyer 
Jeanie Counsil 
Bonnie Bryan 
Laurie Mosteller 
Charles Barnes 
Eric Barr 
Theresa Harlan 
Carson Conklin 
Arthur DeParlos 

1 
1 
1 
3 
5 
6 
7 
7 
8 
9 
9 

11 
13 
13 
14 
14 

Matt Smith 
Stella Stroble 
Elizabeth Zellers 
Doris Hunsinger 
Melissa Kerschner 
Darrin Mahaffey 
Thomas Turner 
Nathanial DePasqua 
Adam Frymire 
James Haner 
Dorothy Haner 
Susan Hunsinger 
Abigail Stuhldreher 
Cheyenne Frantz 
Sharon Elder 
Delores Lundy 
 
 
 

14 
14 
14 
15 
15 
15 
15 
16 
16 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 
21 
21 

 
 
 

  

Janice Hiller 
Nathaniel Howe 
Christian Turner 
Lindsay Havens 
Barb Johnson 
Jaxon Bennett 
Chrissy Perry 
Aaron Raemore 
Frank Hartzel 
Mark Hepler 
Joanne Walters 
Mary Guinter 
Noah Hartzel 
Ryan Weaver 
Daun Williamson 

22 
22 
22 
23 
24 
25 
25 
25 
26 
26 
28 
30 
30 
30 
31 

    Happy Anniversary 

    Happy Birthday 



 

 

· Rev. Dr. Lori Betsworth, Pastor ·   
· Joyce Paulhamus, Church Administrator  ·  Kristine Michael,  Secretary/Treasurer · 

· Ellen Davis, Choir Director ·   Steve Martin, Sexton · 
·  Jennifer Jacobs & Vanessa Bennett Child Care Providers · 

· Becky Ciabattari, Director of the School of the Arts· · Cal Phillips, Director of WECCC ·  
· Church Office, 570/326-5569 ·  WECCC, 570/323-6297 · Saint John’s School Of The Arts, 570/327-5575 ·  

· Communicator articles, secretary@stjnumc.com  ·  Home Page, http://stjnumc.com · 

Reminders 
The SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER UPPER ROOM daily 

devotionals are now available on the literature rack 

located in the Lounge area. The cost is $1.00 for the 

regular print, $1.50 for the large print.  

Church Office Hours are Monday - Thursday      

9am to 3pm,  Closed Friday 

During lunch breaks, staff meetings and after office 

hours you may leave messages on the voice mail     

answering system (570 326-5569).  

 All general information and questions may be 

sent to: secretary@stjnumc.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DUE DATE FOR MAILED COMMUNICATOR  

OCTOBER 19, 2022 
 

COMMUNICATOR MAILED: 

OCTOBER 26, 2022 
 

Articles may  be submitted via e-mail to:  

secretary@stjnumc.com 

 

Take a look at our website at:  

http://stjnumc.com 
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Saint John’s-Newberry, UMC 
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