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“Behold, I will do something new, now it will spring forth;  Will you not be aware of it? I 
will even make a roadway in the wilderness, rivers in the desert.  Isaiah 43:19 

 So, I write this as a sort of confession from your pastor. I don’t know 
about you, but of all the new language that we have learned during this out-
break of covid-19—pandemic, flatten the curve, PPP, social distancing—the 
one phrase that gets to me the most is the concept of “the new normal.” Some 
days it seems as if I hear that term used in every conversation, and it makes me 
want to pull my hair out.  What in the world is this new normal anyway, and 
why do I have to like it?  While my life was anything but predictable and mun-
dane before corona, I kinda liked my “old normal”  How about you?  After a 
very long day of dealing with matters that were way beyond my scope of un-
derstanding this week, I said to a few folks, “This isn’t what I went to seminary 
for.” I know how to preach and do Bible studies (which I am still doing), but I 
only know enough about technology to make me relatively dangerous.  Before 
corona, I knew little about sound equipment and radio broadcasts, I had never 
ZOOM-ed before (I come from a generation of Skype), and I’ve never been 
told that I can’t visit my dear flock in nursing homes and hospitals before now. 
Some days I feel that my life is just one big learning curve, and I’d love to go 
back to my comfort zone, doing the things that I understand and that I was 
trained to do.   

 That being said, I think God, despite some discomfort and disappoint-
ments, has shown me some wonderful things in this time.  I have been able to 
watch the Church (big “C”) stand strong despite our inability to meet in a tra-
ditional way.  We were reminded this past week in our Scripture, Paul saying, 
“The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not dwell in temples made with hands.” (Acts 17:24)  How true!  God cannot 
and will not be contained inside the four walls of any structure. We can glorify 
Him from wherever we are at this very moment.  Although many of you have 
been sitting in your living rooms or bedrooms, at your kitchen tables, in your 
cars, we still “gather” to worship.  We might not come to Newberry and Fun-
ston to study and fellowship, but we have studied together online, served our 
neighbors through our emergency food panty and the WECCC and cared for 
one another by delivering groceries, writing cards and making calls.  Most of 
you have been faithful in giving of your tithes and offerings, even though I 
know some of you have been affected financially by the virus in your income 
and investments.  While we have not been able to visit in homes and hospitals, 
I have seen an increase in concern and prayer for the needs of our brothers 
and sisters.  We have not stopped being the Church.  Praise God!  Please con-
tinue in what you are doing.  

 So, what will our life together look like after the restrictions are lifted?  
After the masks are put away?  When everyone can go back to getting their hair 
cut and go to sit down in a restaurant with their family or friends for a good 
meal and conversation?  I don’t really know, but I hope we take some of the 
things that we have learned with us into our “new normal.” I hope we don’t 
take for granted anymore our freedom to worship corporately in our sanctuary, 
even when the weather is nice and calls us to “come out and play” or our beds 
are comfortable and call us to stay.  I hope we don’t put off going to visit 
friends and family “because there will be time for that later.” I hope we can 
appreciate the beauty of the smiles of our neighbors, not hidden behind masks.  

June Mission Project 

West End Christian 
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 To help support the ongoing  

outreach ministry housed in the  

former Newberry UMC building.  
This is one of the most direct  
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nearest neighbors.   
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God is truly doing a new thing.  Let’s be open to the leading of His Holy Spirit in our midst and listen closely for 
His guidance as we move forward.  I miss you all and can’t wait to see you.  Until then, stay well and be encour-
aged because we serve a really BIG God!  

In Him,  

Pastor Lenore  

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

I just wanted to keep you up to date on a few items.  First, most of you are aware that we remain in “yellow” sta-
tus, thus limiting gatherings to 25 or less.  Because of this, we will not be offering face-to-face worship for a while 
longer. I know that many of you are anxious to get back together, but I ask for your patience until we get the “all 
clear.” We will likely still have some guidelines to follow, but we can notify you of those when we announce the 
date to resume normal worship services.  

Secondly, I am disappointed to report that we do not have radio capabilities at this time.  Our existing radio pro-
vider was planning a transition to new signals and was hoping for overlap time to avoid a lapse of service, but this 
did not happen.  I apologize that we did not have advanced notice of this situation. We are currently looking at 
options to provide the broadcast to the greatest numbers of our congregation and unchurched neighbors.  Saint 
John’s-Newberry has been blessed with generous members that have helped to fund this ministry, and we will 
keep you updated as we move forward so that we can respect the intent of your donations.   

Because I know that many of you like different styles of worship, we are going to offer TWO ONLINE worship 
services this weekend, May 24th.  At 8:15 a.m., Dayspring will lead us in worship.  Our 10:45, as is our “norm”, will 
be traditional. They will both be broadcast online at stjnumc.com, and the 8:15 service will be recorded and placed 
as a YouTube video on our website and our Facebook page.  I hope you will plan to “join” us for one or both of 
these. Kris will attach the lyrics and order of worship for both services to our weekly email.   

Next week, May 31st, is Pentecost Sunday when we celebrate “the birthday” of the Church.  I encourage you to 
join us for our Drive-thru Pentecost Birthday Celebration from 10-11 a.m. We invite you to drive through (enter 
Diamond St and exit Newberry St.) our parking lot and receive a cupcake from one of our friendly birthday volun-
teers (who will be wearing masks and gloves). We encourage you to drop off a "birthday gift" when you drive 
through of either a food item for the emergency food pantry or a monetary donation to support the WECCC. 
(volunteers will be happy to take those for you) For everyone's safety, please stay in your vehicles and watch close-
ly for other drivers.  While we can’t be together, we can still have some fun and care for our “neighbors.”  

Please know that you continue to be in my thoughts and prayers.  Feel free to call, text, FB message or email me 
with any needs, prayers or just to chat.  I am so looking forward to seeing you all again!! 

In Him,  

Pastor Lenore  

Join Pastor Lenore in a 6 week Bible Study on the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. Books are 
$6 at the office or you can purchase online and in Kindle format. We will meet on Tuesdays be-

ginning June 9th with two options. There will be one group that will meet at 10 a.m. at the 
church for a face-to-face study (masks and distancing required) Max 20 people.  The other op-

tion is online at 7p.m. through ZOOM. No limit to #'s. 
Please contact the church office if you will be participating so that we can monitor #'s for our in

-house meeting, provide enough books and get your email if you are doing the online option. 

Bible Study on Acts: Catching Up With the Spirit 



 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT MAY 2020 
 

The monthly meeting of the Church Council was held May 20th. This report is submitted to communi-

cate to our congregation the work of the Council.  

By way of background, the Council serves as the Administrative Board, Trustees, Finance and Staff Par-

ish Relations Committees in a governance and oversight role over all ministries.  Church Council meet-

ings are open meetings except when the Council deals with Staff Parish Relations matters. 

The following are the major items from the Council’s agenda discussed at the May meeting.  This is not 
an all-inclusive list just some of the main items: 
 
• Spent time reviewing Chapter 3, Rapidly Growing Churches Love the Local, from the book “8 Vir-

tues of Rapidly Growing Churches”.  Christianity is a local story and we are commanded to love the 

local because God does.   

• Approved April Council meeting minutes. 

• Reviewed an update on the Payroll Protection Program and the impact of the funds on our staffing.  

We have been able to keep all of our staff employed for the eight-week period under the program be-

cause of the funds received.  The eight-week program ends June 12 and Council will evaluate any 

changes needed at our June meeting.  Council affirmed our decision to apply for this funding was a 

wise and prudent decision.  Many other churches in the Williamsport District have also obtained 

funds through this program. 

• Learned we have lost our radio broadcast capability.  The radio station provider had planned a transi-

tion to a new signal and provide for an overlap but that did not happen.  We authorized Pastor Le-

nore and Council Chair to negotiate with our provider to consider options to provide service for 

both the radio broadcast and the internet access. 

• As we do every meeting, we reviewed the monthly financial reports.  The end of April report reveals 

our financial situation is strong based on the continued generosity of our congregation.   

• Approved the financial audit of WECCC account.  Need to find someone to audit SOTA account. 

• Technology Task Force work and Capital Improvement Campaign on hold 

• Authorized payment of the invoice for the replacement of the rear office rooftop HVAC unit.  Also 

learned the maintenance team will schedule a work day to spread mulch. 

• Becky Ciabattari has started work as SOTA Director.  It has been possible to hire her as a result of 

the funds received through the Payroll Protection Program.  This has been a significant benefit to the 

SOTA program.  Reviewed the proposed summer semester program SOTA will offer. 

• Received a report of a meeting held recently to discuss reopening procedures and recommendations 

from the Susquehanna Conference of the UMC.  This meeting was in anticipation of the County 

moving to the “yellow” condition.  The Safety and Security Team has purchased masks, gloves, sani-

tizer to be prepared for the time when we can return to worship.  Since we are limited to no more 

than 25 persons in any gathering by direction from local, state and Susquehanna Conference UMC 

officials we cannot yet return to traditional worship.  When we do, we will be prepared. 

• Learned Pastor Lenore will start an in-person Bible study at the church exercising all the safety proto-

cols required by local, state and Susquehanna Conference UMC officials. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please talk to me or to any member of the Council 

(Tom Bixler, Bob Burns, Ralph Hoyt, Dorothy Eiswert, Pastor Lenore, Lori Mahaffey, Gabe Manetta, 

Cathy Prowant, Janet Walters, Kent Weiland, and Lynell Whitnack). 

Bob Weaver, Church Council Chairman 
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Honoring our Graduates 
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A Word from the West End Christian Community Center (WECCC) 
   Summer 2020 

 

Changes, changes, changes. My how this Spring behaved differently from 
every other one we’ve known. Naturally the change was evident here at our 
Center as well.  Thank you to everyone who kept us going through your 
prayers, dollars, and donations of needed items that we just could not pur-
chase. 

Our Soup kitchen not only remained active but actually ramped up opera-
tions.  When we started serving all meals in “to go” boxes from our Dia-
mond Street door around the 3rd week in March we noticed quite an increased need. When we started serving 
around 100 each day we added serving on Wednesday to our tasks. The staff in the Soup Kitchen stepped up and 
never missed a beat. We are still serving meals “to go” only, and are not sure when our Dining Area will be able 
to open up again.  

When it became evident we needed to close our doors to the public, we had 2 refrigerators full of delicious East-
er Candy made for our fundraiser. I didn’t know what to do. LeeAnn, Nicki, and Annie found ways to move it 
and not only kept us from experiencing a loss but made it so we came out on the plus side and almost reached 
our goal. Thanks to all who bought our Easter Candy.  See you at Christmas time with more. 

Our Clothes Closet and Thrift Shop opened back up for business May 18th. Boy, did the donations ever come in. 
We are very thankful for them and are doing our best to get them turned around and back into the hands of 
those who could use them. So many of our shoppers have said how thankful they are for our store. 

As we are attempting to get back to normal, and are hearing of a second wave that could come this fall and win-
ter, I would simply like to quote the apostle Paul. 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God; and the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus” Philippians 4: 6,7. 

I bid you that peace, everyone. 

Todd 
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Thank You 
Dear Friends, 

Thank you very much for all the cards, texts and prayers for my surgery.  Everything went well and hope to see 

you all soon. 

Karen Smith 

 

Saint John’s-Newberry Members, 

We are so thankful and blessed to be a part of a loving and caring church family, especially during the loss of our 
loved one, Charles (Chuck) Tupper.  Thank you for your support and many acts of kindness. 

Thank you, 

Laura Tupper 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiiuo2TgMrRAhUDbiYKHSWVBrMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsaintjnumc.susumc.org%2Fwest-end-community&psig=AFQjCNGgFb3L1sTnmJqSgC_145l2ckRxQQ&ust=1484770490581274


 

 

Please pray for:  Beth Ziegler, Cheryl Kontz, Mary Ruth Barner, Danielle Fantasky, Connie Kibbe, Mike Clark, 

Patty Wehr, Bob Harman, Vicki Schneider, Royce Hostrander, Doris Metzger, Sarah Dyer, Valerie Hasselman, 

Wendy Keller, Steve Britton, Jim Johnson, Michael Gramley & Family, Jason Meyers, Dan Walmer, John Fahl, 

Frank Morse, Sara Coolidge, Denny & Kim Davis, Bo (baby), Joy Hudson, Peg Klotz, Karen Smith, Jean Stump, 

Shirley Boatman, Jean Hare, Jim Bufford, Edna Morse, Lou & Doris Hunsinger, Barb Threehouse 
 

Our love, prayers and sympathies to the family and friends of Helen Hunsinger upon her recent passing. 
 

The Prayer Chain contacts are Shirley Morris (570 323-4310).  If unable to contact her, please call Ann 

Allison (570 326-4671). 

New prayer requests are listed for a given time of  2 months.   

Variations of  that time frame must be designated by calling Shirley or Ann.   

 

Prayer Chain Report 

Prayer for Others 
Our Bishop —  

Jeremiah Park 

Our Superintendent —  

   Rev. Troy Howell 

Our Local United Methodist 

Churches  

   Warrensville/Heilman -  Scott Koser 

  †Those serving in the Military…  
John Affield, Jeffrey Bache, Joel Barr, Kaeden Barr, Joasalyn 
Bradley, Nathan Byer, Chase Bower, Richard Campbell, Brian 
Clarkson, Joey Cummings, Robert Daugherty, Joe DeArment, 
Aaron Fillman, Joe Fioreth, Ron Furman, Andrei Helminiak, 
Randy Hosier, Eric Miller, Andrew Pepperman, Taylor Prosba, 
Matthew Ricci, Jeffrey Richard, Sarah Sanner, Col. David Smith, 
Brett Snaufer Jr., Jason Starr, Charlie Wolf, Jason Work.   
 

† Our College Students…   
 Bryce Britton, Kale Britton, Kendrick Burns, Kenzee Burns, 
Olivia Conklin, Juliana Cruz,  Sarah Freezer,  Michael Gillett, 
Andrew Hunsinger, Spencer Karasek, Lydia Kirkendall, Taylor 
Kirkendall, Emily Litz, Gary Litz, Sarah Litz, Bailey Luna, Regan 
Luna, Jake Lusk, Kelli Macauley,  Alicia Meyer, Kaitlyn Michael, 
Abbey O’Dell, Sam Penman, Makenna Rupert, Brianna Walters 
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Copies of  the latest Church Directory are available and may 

be picked up at the church office during office hours. 

Monday through Thursday 8am - 4pm.   



 

 

JUNE CELEBRATIONS... 
Kristen Eichensehr 
Tim Britton 
Deb Martin 
Megan Eagleberger 
Lisa Eagleberger 
Olivia Goode 
Penelope Pierce 
Lucas Bower 
Kenneth Ertel 
Linda Spotts 
Lana Encke 
Joe Eiswert 
Maria Marinucci 
Katrina Rupert 
Bob Walters 
Chris Kuriga 
Nicki Shaheen 
Laura Tupper 
Dina Wascher 
Gabe Manetta 
Dorothy Douty 
Lynne Girardi 

1 
2 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
5 
5 
5 
6 
7 
7 
7 
7 
8 
9 
9 
9 

10 
12 
12 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Rosalie Miller 
Phil DePasqua 
Laila McGee 
Kayleigh Sofopoulos 
Larry Walters 
Reagan Luna 
Scott Hall 
Erin Kuriga 
Heidi Harris 
Kayla Souter 
Lynell Whitnack 
Elizabeth Davis 
William Kelly 
Karen Williams 
Cortney Bower 
Colton Smith 
Eunice Walters 
Danika Krebs 
Lane Lusk 
Peggy Bross 
Marissa Gummo 
AC Cruz 

12 
13 
14 
14 
14 
15 
16 
16 
17 
17 
17 
18 
18 
18 
19 
19 
19 
20 
20 
21 
21 
22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Louis Hunsinger, Sr. 
Patty Jo Kline 
Sue Litz 
Marge Thompson 
Kevin Bower 
Sue Faust 
Sarah Freezer 
Pat Jenkins 
Larry Paulhamus 
Kira Hafer-Tawney 
Derek Jacobs 
Rev. David Keller 
Edna Morse 
Sylvia Confer 
Anne Marie Gnall 
Lynette Hagemeyer 
Larry Sanders 
Randall Snyder 

23 
23 
27 
27 
28 
28 
28 
28 
28 
29 
29 
29 
29 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
 
 

The following have made contributions to the Memorial and Honor Fund to the Glory of God and in Memory of 

Helen Hunsinger: Saint John’s-Newberry UMC; Raymond & Sharon Clemens; Francis Missigman; Dale & Sally 
Metzker; Phil Holmes; George & Mary Ellen Rodgers; John Stuempfle; Muriel Cupp; Bill & Ann Sherwood; in 

Memory of Skip & Helen Hunsinger: Larry & Nancy Sanders 

Frank & Lynne Girardi 

Jack & Mary Helen Gingery 

Chris & Christy Lusk 

John & Linda Confer 

Ken & Lauri Kremer 

Dennis & Dawn Myers 

Dick & Della Mae Carothers 

James & Barbara Orr 

Evan & Michelle Knerr 

Michael & Lori Luna 

June 18, 1972 

June 19, 1953 

June 19, 1999 

June 23, 1979 

June 24, 1989 

June 26, 1982 

June 28, 1958 

June 29, 1968 

June 30, 2013 

June 30, 2000 

  

 

Kevin & Penny Bower 

Curtis & Karen Ertel 

Greg & Joann O’Dell 

Donald & Shannon Frantz 

Richard Re & Kristen Eichensehr 

Don & Linda Cohick 

Paul & Bev Stroble 

JR & Patricia Confer 

Darryle & Lori Mahaffey 

Rev. David & Mardell Keller 

June 1, 1985 

June 3, 2006 

June 6, 1987 

June 7, 1997 

June 8, 2008 

June 10, 1978 

June 10, 1961 

June 11, 2011 

June 13, 1981 

June 16, 1962 

  

  Memorials and Honors 
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Offering envelopes $90,002.17    

Mission Conference Benevolence $558.00     

Interest $10,324.74     

Church Use/One Time Gifts $2,520.00     

Miscellaneous $16,167.37     

Total Income $119,572.28 Total Expenses $109,489.17 

Year to Date (as of  April 2020): 

If you have any questions regarding the financial report, please feel free to contact the  

church secretary/treasurer, Kris Michael at the church office  

(phone 570 326-5569 or e-mail secretary@stjnumc.com).   

Should you have any questions about your giving, please contact Joyce Paulhamus at the church office 

(570 326-5569 or e-mail administrator@stjnumc.com)  

Offering envelopes $27,544.38   

Mission Conference Benevolence $110.00    

Interest $2.33    
Church Use/One Time Gifts $50.00   

Miscellaneous $10,321.33    

Total Income $38,028.04 Total Expenses $28,181.74 

SAINT JOHN'SNEWBERRY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 April 2020 Financial Report 

FINANCES: Budget Fund  $356,240 for 2020  Needed each month  $29,687 

Month End (April 2020): 
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Greetings from the new School of  the Arts Director 
Dear friends, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to lead your School of the Arts into a new season of 
ministry for students, families and our community. These are certainly strange days for 
our students, parents & teachers alike!  Although in the midst of this uncertainty, many 
of our teachers have continued to offer instruction and support to our dedicated stu-
dents and families via the internet. While all are missing in-person communication, we 
are finding new ways to connect at a distance. Our summer session will include a hybrid 
model of education beginning in July as we follow guidelines for “yellow” phase, with 
the hopes of ushering in a revamped season of creative ministry. Thank you for sup-
porting SOTA and its mission to draw young hearts toward faith and the arts, especially as our world continues 
to change.  

 

Becky Ciabattari, SOTA Director 



 

 

· Pastor Lenore Hosier, Pastor •  
 Joyce Paulhamus, Church Administrator ·   Kristine Michael,  Secretary/Treasurer · Steve Martin, Sexton 

· Patty Jo Kline, Children’s Ministry Coordinator · Cal Phillips, Community Outreach Liaison 
 Megan Hartzel, Organist · Ellen Davis, Choir Director · Jennifer Jacobs & Vanessa Bennett Child Care Providers ·  

· Becky Ciabattari, Director of the Saint John’s School of the Arts · Todd Penman, Director of WECCC ·  
Church Office, 570/326-5569 · Fax Number, 570/326-5867 · WECCC, 570/323-6297· Saint John’s School Of The Arts, 570/327-5575· 

Communicator articles, secretary@stjnumc.com  ·  Home Page, http://stjnumc.com  

Reminders 
The MAY/JUNE UPPER ROOM daily devotionals 

are now available on the literature rack located in the 

Lounge area. The cost is $1.00 for the regular print, 

$1.50 for the large print.  

Church Office Hours are Monday - Thursday      

8am to 4pm,  Closed Friday 

During lunch breaks, staff meetings and after office 

hours you may leave messages on the voice mail     

answering system (570 326-5569).  

 All general information and questions may be 

sent to: secretary@stjnumc.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DUE DATE FOR MAILED COMMUNICATOR  

JUNE 17, 2020 
 

COMMUNICATOR MAILED: 

JUNE 24, 2020 
 

Articles may  be submitted via e-mail to:  

secretary@stjnumc.com 

 

Take a look at our website at:  

http://stjnumc.com 
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Return Service Request 

We’re on the Web! 

http://stjnumc.com 

2101 Newberry Street 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

Phone: 570-326-5569 

Fax: 570-326-5867 

E-mail: secretary@stjnumc.com 

Saint John’s-Newberry, UMC 

•  

https://www.facebook.com/saintjnumc/  

https://www.facebook.com/saintjnumc/

